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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. 

Li sting of Claima_:_ 

1. (currently amended) A grooming vehicle, which com- 
prises: 

(a) a frame supported for movement by a plurality of 
ground engaging wheels comprising two rear wheels and a 
steerable front wheel, wherein at least some of the wheels are 
driven to allow the frame to be self-propelled; 

(b) a support on which the steerable front wheel is 
rotatably journal led, the front wheel support being further 
pivotal about a vertical pivot axis to pivot the front wheel 
from side to side to steer the vehicle; and 

(c) a ground grooming implement carried on the front 
wheel support of the steerable front wheel to pivot with the 
front wheel about the vertical pivot axis as the front wheel 
pivots about the vertical pivot axisx 

(d) a vertically movable linkage mounted on and carried 
bv the front wheel support with the linkage exte nding between 
and connecting the implement to the front wheel support to al - 
low the implement to be raised and lowered relative to the 
front wheel support by raising and lowering the linkage: and 

(e) a powered act uator mounted on and carried by the 
front wheel support with the actuator being connected to the 
movable linkage for raising and lowering the linkage to there - 
by raise and lower the implement relative to the front wheel 
support , 
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2. (currently amended) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein 
the implement io connected to the front wh e al auppo x t through 
wherein the vertically mova ble linksg* comprises a four bar 
linkag e to permit the implement to be raiacd and lowered which 
is configured to raise and lower th e implement relative to the 
front wheel support without substa ntially pi voting the imple- 
ment relative to the fro nt wheel support - 

3. (original) The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the four 
bar linkage is pivotally connected at one end to the front 
wheel support* 

4. (original) The vehicle of claim 3, wherein the four 
bar linkage is pivotally connected at another end to the im- 
plement through a quick attachment. 

B. (original) The vehicle of claim 4, wherein the quick 
attachment is an A-shaped quick attachment. 


6. (canceled) 

7. (original) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the im- 
plement comprises a bulldozer blade for pushing granular 
material . 

8. (currently amended) The vehicle of claim ^_2, 
wherein the blade is also pivotal about a substantially 
horizontal axis relative to the four bar linkage w hen pushing 
the granular material . 

9. (original) The vehicle of claim 8/ wherein the blade 
is spring biased into a generally upright orientation, wherein 
the blade is pivotal about the substantially horizontal axis 
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against the spring bias to be yieldably urged into the 
generally upright orientation. 

10. (original) The vehicle of claim 8, further includ- 
ing a lock for locking the blade against pivoting about the 
substantially horizontal axis. 

11. (original) The vehicle of claim 1/ wherein the im- 
plement comprises a blower. 

12. (original) A grooming vehicle, which comprises: 

(a) a frame supported by a plurality of ground engaging 
wheels; 

(b) a blade coupled by an attachment to a front of the 
frame for pushing granular material on a granular material 
surface, surface ; 

(c) wherein the blade being is p ivotally connected to 
the attachment for pivoting about a substantially horizontal 
axis relative to the attachment when the blade is in engage- 
ment with the granular material to allow the blade to become 
more or less inclined relative to the granular material as the 
vehicle traverses over the granular material surface^ 

(d) at least one spring operativelv connected between 
the blade and the attachment with the spring being arranged 
such that Pivoting of the blade is opposed bv the bias of the 
at least one spring when the blade pivots in one direction 
during forward movement of the frame, wherein the blade has a 
top and a bottom and the the bottom of the blade swings rear - 
wardlv when the blade pivots in the one direction; and 

(e) wher ein the bias of the at least one spring is 
chosen to allow the blade to pivot against the bias of the at 
least one spring when the bottom of the blade becomes loaded 
with the granular material being pushed bv the blade to there - 
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bv cause the blade to automatically become more inclined rela- 
tive to the granular material to lessen the grading effective - 
ness of t he blade without changing the vertical position of 
the blade . 


13. (original) The vehicle of claim 12, wherein the at- 
tachment is pivotally carried on the frame . 

14. (original) The vehicle of claim 13 , wherein the at- 
tachment is coupled to the frame through a pivotal four bar 
linkage . 


15. (canceled) 

16, (canceled) 


17 ♦ (original) The vehicle of claim 13, wherein the at- 
tachment is a quick attachment having male and female 
couplers, one coupler being attached to the frame and the 
other coupler being attached to the blade. 

18- (original) The vehicle of claim 17, wherein the 
couplers are A- shaped. 

19. (original) The vehicle of claim 12, wherein the 
blade is coupled by the attachment to a steerable front wheel 
on the frame such that the attachment and the blade steer in 
concert with the front wheel . 


20. (currently amended) A grooming vehicle, which com- 
prises: 

(a) a frame supported for movement over the ground by a 
plurality of ground engaging wheels including a steerable 
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front wheel , wherein the front wheel is rotatablv journal led 
on a support that pivots o n the frame about a substantially 
vertical pivot axis, wherein the fro nt wheel support includes 
a pair of downwardly extending legs that ar e spaced apart by 
more than the width of the front wheel such that the legs 
straddle the front wheel, and__w herein at least one wheel is 
driven to self -propel the frame over the ground; 

(b) a quick attachment comprising A-shaped_m ale and fe- 
male couplers, the couplers interfitting with one another with 
the female coupler nesting at least partially over the male 
coupler; 

(c) a linkage for connecting the A- shaped m ale coupler 
to a front of the frame , wherein the link age includes at least 
one bar pivotallv connecting each side of the male connector 
to one of the downwardly extending le gs of the front wheel 
support; and 

.(d) a blade carried on the female coupler for pushing 
granular material, wherein the blade can be attached to the 
front of the frame by nesting the female coupler over the male 
coupler. 

21, (currently amended) The vehicle of claim 20, 
wherein the linkage is a pivotal four bar linkage in which a 
pair of parallel bars pivotal ly connect each of the downwardly 
extending legs of the front wheel support to the male con - 
nector . 

22, (original) The vehicle of claim 20, wherein the 
blade is pivotal about a substantially horizontal pivot axis 
relative to the female coupler. 

23, (original) The vehicle of claim 22, further includ- 
ing a lock for selectively locking the blade against pivoting 
relative to the female coupler* 
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24. (currently amended) A grooming vehicle, which com- 
prises : 

(a) a frame supported for movement over the ground by a 
plurality of ground engaging wheels, wherein at least one 
wheel is driven to self -propel the frame over the ground; 

(b) a first quick attachment comprising male and female 
couplers, the couplers interfitting with one another with the 
f ema le coupler nesting at least partially over the male 
coupler, the first quick attachment being provided on a front 
of the frame? 

(c) a second quick attachment comprising male and fe- 
male couplers, the couplers interfitting with one another with 
the female coupler nesting at least partially over the male 
coupler, the second quick attachment being provided on a rear 
of the framft , wherein the first and second quick attachments 
are of like kind and gize; 

(d) a first implement designed for a ground grooming 
operation mounted to the female coupler of the first quick at- 
tachment to allow the first implement to be mounted to the 
front of the frame; and 

(e) a second implement designed for a ground grooming 
operation mounted to the female coupler of the second quick 
attachment to allow the second implement to be mounted to the 
rear of the frame. 

25. (original) The vehicle of claim 24, wherein the 
first implement is one implement from a group of implements 
comprising a bulldozer blade and a blower. 

26. (original) The vehicle of claim 24, wherein the 
second implement is one implement from a group of implements 
comprising a rake and a box scraper. 
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